Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 HONG K 13217 051106Z 
11 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 SAJ-01 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7887 

INFO USLO PEKING 

AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 

CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 

UNCLAS HONG KONG 13217 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, CH, HK, US, UR 

SUBJECT: HONG KONG PRESS REACTION TO CHANGES IN THE FORD 
ADMINISTRATION 

1. LOCAL COMMUNIST NEWSPAPERS IN HONG KONG HAVE REACTED 
QUICKLY AND NEGATIVELY TO ANNOUNCED CHANGES IN THE FORD 
ADMINISTRATION. THE MAJOR PRC-OWNED NEWSPAPERS HAVE CARRIED 
FOREIGN NEWS AGENCY REPORTS ON THE SHAKEUP, THE NEW CABINET 
LINEUP, AS WELL AS THEIR OWN COMMENTARIES REFLECTING 
PEKING'S OPPOSITION TO DETENTE AND GENERALLY FAVORABLE 
OPINION OF SCHLESINGER AS A PROPONENT OF A STRONG US DEFENSE 
POLICY. BOTH TA KUNG PAO AND WEN WEI PAO VIEWED THE CHANGES 
AS RESULTING FROM DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE SECRETARIES OF 
DEFENSE AND STATE OVER US DETENTE POLICIES WITH THE SOVIETS. 
ONE COMMENTARY ASSERTS THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS DISMISSED THE 
"DISSIDENTS" IN HIS ADMINISTRATION. AND THUS STRENGTHENED 
THE HAND OF THE SECRETARY TO PUSH AHEAD WITH DETENTE 
POLICIES IN HOPE OF CREATING A FAVORABLE INTERNATIONAL 
ATMOSPHERE CONCLUSIVE TO THE FORD PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDACY. 
HOWEVER, IT MAINTAINED THAT REAL DETENTE WITH THE SOVIETS 
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IS IMPOSSIBLE. BOTH MAJOR DAILIES AGREED THAT THE RESHUFFLE 
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WILL AFFECT ADMINISTRATION POLICIES, WITH WEN WEI PAO 
ADDING THAT INDICATIONS MAY SOON BE SEEM AS TO HOW THE 
PERSONNEL CHANGES WILL AFFECT THE BREZHNEV VISIT TO THE 
US AND A HOST OF OTHER ISSUES AS SALT TALKS. NATO 
DEPLOYMENTS IN EUROPE, ETC. A SMALLER SISTER PAPER, 

HSIN WAN PAO TERMED THE RESHUFFLE A ""POLITICAL BOMB" AND 
CITED ONE DESCRIPTION OF IT AS A "SUNDAY MASSACRE." 

2. OFFERING THE ONLY REACTION TO THE ROCKEFELLER STATEMENT, 
THE PAPER NOTED THE PRESIDENT S CONCERN WITH THE "MENACE" 
POSED BY REAGAN BUT TERMED THE DECISION A "MOST FATAL BLOW." 
ACCORDING TO THE PAPER, THE DECISION WAS NOT THE VICE 
PRESIDENT'S OWN, BUT RATHER THAT OF THE FINANCIAL GROUP 
WHOM HE REPRESENTS AND ITS DISSATISFACTION WITH THE 
PRESIDENT. 

3. ON THE BUSH APPOINTMENT, TA KUNG PAO CARRIED WIRE 
SERVICE REPORTS NOTING THAT HE HAD NEVER BEEN A SPY AND 
SPECULATION THAT HE WILL BE REPLACED BY SENATOR HUGH 
SCOTT. 
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